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Editorial: I am writing this from the snowbound NE States of the
USA, where the snow came early and heavily. Together with Abel
Sibonio, we have travelled through 10 states bringing “Being Salt
and Light” preparation workshops to Friends, most of whom are
not going to the World Conference, but who have expressed a
desire to become actively involved in this event. Friends
everywhere are encouraged to use the Study Booklet located on
the website www.saltandlight2012.org in their own Meetings and
churches, to pray for the World Conference and if possible to
donate to the World Office monies to assist delegates with travel
expenses. Burundian Friends who had shared experiences of the
refugee camps in Tanzania especially welcomed the opportunity to
meet with Pastor Abel Sibonio, who had stood for human rights in
the camps as well as providing pastoral care.

This issue provides information on service opportunities for
Friends, from the QUNO Geneva office advertisement for an
internship, a Director for Silver Wattle Quaker Centre, to the
extension of time for applications for the job of AWPS Secretary.
It also provides a website on volunteering in many parts of the
Quaker world.

I think that the world has become so interconnected economically,
morally and spiritually and that involvement with FWCC is a
splendid way of realising this. The World Conference next April
will bind us together even more closely. We will arrive at more
clarity on how to address some of the most difficult issues
humankind has ever experienced. We are not alone, but have the
inner Christ, our Quaker forebears, George Fox, Margaret Fell,
Mary Dyer, William Penn and many more, whose lives were
shaped by the power of the Holy Spirit, to lead us into the future.

Him the sun does not illumine, nor the moon, nor the stars, nor the
lightning — nor, verily, fires kindled upon the earth. He is the one
light that gives light to all., Mundaka Upanishad

God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light
as he is in the light we have fellowship one with another. 1 John 1:
5,7 Valerie Joy, Secretary AWPS


http://www.saltandlight2012.org/

News of Friends:

Lalthla Muana of Myanmar Evangelical Friends Church is
attending the World Conference, thanks to Brisbane and other
Australian Friends who have donated the cost of his travel. He
shares some aspects of his life and that of his village in Myanmar.
“The name of my village is Dowinchaung, located in Sagain
Division, Kalay Township, and Pinkhunglay Outsu. There are
around 240 families; the total population is around 1300 including
children. There are more than one hundred villages in Kalay
Township. Our village is one of the nearest villages from Kalay
Town. Almost the entire villagers are Christian, but different
denominations. Most of the people are farmers and poor people.
Our main food is rice with some vegetables. A single man, named
Zawna is employed under the government with a small salary in
our village. There is a primary school but no other Middle or High
school or Kindergarten. Most of the students are attending school
at Tahan after they finished primary level. There is no electric
power except a small generator which is operated by a small
engine as I presented with power point at the AWPS Gathering in
Manila.

The main struggle with health problems around our local area is
malaria. We have pure and sufficient water; almost every house
has our own well. I ask you to pray that our village can have its
own kindergarten. I hope and believe that it would sustain itself
regarding fees from parents for teachers after the first year. Thank
you very much for your concern and prayer. In Christ, Muana


mailto:david.christine@iinet.net.au

Robert Howell will commence work in Canberra early next year to
further peace, social justice and Earthcare concerns.

He has been appointed as the Peace/Earthcare worker by Australia
Yearly Meeting. He and his wife Gael Howell will move from
Aotearoa NZ to Australia in 2012, where it is hoped they will
attend Australia Yearly Meeting in Perth.

Robert is shortly completing a term on the QUNO Geneva
Committee as the AWPS representative. He was instrumental in a
project in Indonesia for 12 years in conjunction with the
Indonesian police and Gadah Maja University, providing teaching
on non violent interventions with police and the civilian
populations.

Robert also contributed to writing “The Moral Economy 2009
which says “We are faced with a choice: bring the economy
into right relationship with the planet and its inhabitants, or
suffer the consequences; the increasing destruction of
Earth’s life support systems and social structures. It draws
on the Quaker principle of “right relationships”.

Cristina Montiel (Tina) has been welcomed into membership by
Victoria Regional Meeting in Australia. Tina is a professor of
Political Studies at Ateneo University in Manila and recently
played an essential role at the AWPS Gathering in Manila. She
regularly worships with Friends in Melbourne and it seemed right
to them that she be accepted into membership of Friends there.

Daejon Meeting in South Korea is now a fully affiliated Monthly
Meeting with AWPS and FWCC. If you would like to send
greetings to our newest group, the Clerk is Chonkim and his email
is Chonkim@hnu.kr.

Rose and Raffy Gaid from Davao, the Philippines are doing a
Quaker course by correspondence, through Quaker Learning
Australia. Their mentor is Elizabeth Stevenson and this is
providing a good learning environment.

Arvind Swan from Mid India Yearly Meeting and former clerk of
AWPS was hospitalised and in the ICU for some days last month.
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He had partial paralysis on the left side which is somewhat better
now. He is also diabetic and has a heart condition. He is now
home. His lifestyle will be affected and the constant travelling his
various Quaker activities involved may have to be cut down.
Please hold Arvind and his family in the Light.

Hannah Watson & Jacob Phelps from Bangkok have asked
Friends to consider assisting flood victims in the Thai capital.
They are both volunteering and report that food and water are in
very short supply. They have put together an excellent video which
can be watched at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuWISRP8 Mc

Joon Yong An an attender at Brisbane Quaker Meeting writes: |
just finished my master’s course and am waiting for my PhD
scholarship to continue my PhD. Recently I met someone who is
doing PhD for development & aid work in the third world. Even
though she's Catholic (she has sort of same perspective as me-
ecumenical), [ want to introduce her to Quaker Friends as we share
the same interest.

The other story is that I recently met a Korean pastor. I shared my
story and my feelings that the Korean Church in Australia is only
focusing on their interests and their business. They do not talk
about important issues in Korea, including media manipulation
and human rights. This pastor has the same interest. He had been
studying democratic movement at university and he understood
'Minjung theory'. He was invited as pastor in a Korean church here
but he was sacked due to his political and theological views. Now
he has his own church, where only four people attend. I hope I
might be able to share what Australian Quakers have been doing.

Update on Japan Friends: Mamoru Hitomi from Mito Meeting

1. It was necessary for us to find a new site for our kindergarten after
March 11" Fortunately we found it nearby and moved there on
April 1%, Since then meeting for worship is held there every
Sunday and the kindergarten started a new school year in April.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuWI8RP8_Mc

2. At the same time we had to think of asking for donations. The
appeal was sent to Friends in Japan and overseas.

3. Donations were quickly sent from Friends and friends; parents and
graduates of the kindergarten and neighbors, and overseas Friends
and Friends Schools. A brick meeting house had been a town
symbol for a hundred years.

4. AWPS sent donations to Japan Yearly Meeting, b some of which
has been allocated to Mito for rebuilding. I was not clear who and
to whom donated. So allow me to thank you now.

5. We met a reliable architectural company in Mito, who informed us
that the old brick walls couldn’t be used anymore, but a wooden
house would be cheaper and best for proof against earthquakes.
The demolition has been done, putting aside bricks which might
be used partly in the memory of the old Meeting house.

6 . Demolition of the kindergarten building has been done with
asbestos carefully being eliminated. It will also be a wooden
house. However its construction fee does NOT include your
donation, but it will be paid by itself with support from local
government.

7. A new plan of the meeting house will soon be shown to us. It is
anticipated that a new meeting house will be finished in early
summer. [ would like to inform you again how it is developing.
Thank you again for your kind donation and patience these months
from all of Mito Monthly Meeting.

Mamoru Hitomi, in place of Yasuzo Tatsumi, Clerk, Mito Monthly
Meeting.

Overseas Friends wishing to donate to Japanese Friends should
first make enquiries from Taisoo Kim Watson the AWPS
Treasurer: tkw9@icr.com.au

The General Conference of Friends in India (GCFI) annual
meeting took place in Jabalpur from 24-26 September. Dilawar
Chetsingh wrote “We were very happy that 20 Friends attended
(plus 4 from Bhopal YM for one day and Rashmi and Shiny
Manuel for one session). There were 10 young people present and
they organised the Sunday morning meeting. Saurabh Sonkamble
who works in Mumbai in IT” brought another Young Friend
Antonette, who works for Friends Life Insurance. We are also
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thrilled to report that in addition to Archana Gour, GCFI’s official
representative to the World Conference that Vivien Rose

Robertson will also attend, thanks to the generous work of the
Indian Friends Working Group (IFWGQG) in Philadelphia YM.

Taisoo Kim Watson from Queensland Australia will take over as
AWPS Treasurer from Topsy Evans on 01/12/2011.

DIRECTOR OF SILVER WATTLE QUAKER CENTRE
www.silverwattle.org.au

Silver Wattle Quaker Centre Ltd. (ABN 146 723 202) is moving
from the establishment phase of trialing courses and acquiring
the property to the development phase of ensuring the long term
spiritual and financial viability of Silver Wattle, Australia’s new
Quaker retreat and study centre.

The inaugural Director at Silver Wattle, Helen Bayes, has given
over 2 years of service to establish this Quaker Centre in

Australia. The Board is considering options for over the three
years 2012-14.

The Director has a central role in the strategic leadership and
day-to-day management of Silver Wattle Quaker Centre,
working in conjunction with the Board, and the Advisory,
Programs & Learning and Elders Committees.

Like much of the work establishing Silver Wattle, this is a
position to which people are called in service. Remuneration is
by way of accommodation and meals being provided.

The Director is accommodated on site and is supported by a
part-time administrator. Copies of the SWQC Ltd. Constitution
and the Director’s Position Description are available on request.

The Board is open to considering Co-director options that meet
the outcomes of the position.




All enquiries to the Clerk of the Board, David Johnson by
31/01/2012 at davidjohnson@gld.chariot.net.au, phone 07
40963236

Young Friends International Study Camp: Planning is
underway for this event to be held in October 2012 at Friends
Rural Centre, Rasulia in India.

This event will be for about 10 days and may include a 2 day
excursion to the hill station of Pachmarhi. International Young
Friends will also have the opportunity of travelling to Friends
schools in Sohagpur and Itarsi, where a special program of
working with families who are slum dwellers has been running for
several years. Add to that, India is a wonderful country for Young
Friends to travel in. English is understood and also spoken in
many places, there is excellent transport by rail and there are
numerous UNESCO World Heritage sites to visit, before or after
the event at Rasulia. Rasulia is accessed by bus from Itarsi in
Madhya Pradesh, an important Centre for Friends for the past 104
years and it is equidistant from either Delhi or Mumbai. It was a
centre for Quaker missionaries from Britain for several decades
and is now a farm with sustainable agriculture and also a meeting
place . Enquiries to Sourabh Sonkamble at:

sourabh.sonkamble@gmail.com, or Nalini Titus:
Nalinititus@gmail.com

Preparation for the World Council of Churches General
Assembly in Busan, South Korea- Oct 30-Nov 8, 2013. The
theme is “God of Life, lead us to Peace and Justice”. CPT
(Christian Peacemaker Teams) in the Philippines is planning a
networking presence at this event. For more information, please
contact Rev Rey Lopez at rl_psom@yahoo.com

Friends to join the great Ekta Parishad Walk in India

Kate de la Mare, outgoing Clerk of France Yearly Meeting and her
husband Sébastien have joined the year-long preparatory march
starting on 2nd October 2011 which will culminate in a great walk
towards Delhi gathering about 100,000 walkers by October 2012.
The walk is organised by Ekta Parishad (‘Forum for Unity’),
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which federates 100s of smaller movements & organisations
working for the poorest peoples to regain autonomy in their lives
by asking the ‘powers-that-be’ to respect peoples’ rights to
manage, at village level, their life resources — land, water and the
forest. (see articles in ‘The Friend’ 3.8.2010 and 9.6.2011).

Kate and Sébastien set off from home on the 2nd October 2011, to
travel overland (hitch-hiking, bus, train) expecting to meet up with
this preparatory walk in India sometime during the month of
November, to walk with the movement over the next few months
until springtime. They have been offered places as translators at
the World Conference of Friends taking place in Kenya in April
2012. “We hope our experiences will enable us to contribute to the
Salt & Light theme Friends will be exploring.” Kate says.

“We intend to return to France to continue the journey over here
and, in parallel with the Indian preparatory walk, to offer a time of
encounter and sharing from May until October 2012. We leave for
this adventure with a good network of support from family and
friends especially in the neighbourhood where we live and till the
earth. Our meetings towards Spirit-led community are now bearing
fruit and we intend to remain closely connected to the nascent
community at home throughout our travels.” says Kate, who has
been with Quakers since 1994 and came to France early in 2001 to
join the I’Arche movement (founded by Lanza del Vasto following
his meeting with Gandhi & seeking to live out the ideal of non-
violence). In 2002 Sébastien came to stay in the same community
(La Borie Noble) in the south of France and in 2003 they were
married in the context of a local Sufi fraternity.

Kate continues: “By early 2006 via our connections with the Celtic
Orthodox church in Brittany we had been offered the use of a half-
hectare of land and began to live as subsistence farmers, producing
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food for ourselves and others — distributed by means of a box-
scheme, and receiving benefits from the social security system.
Over the years we have gradually simplified our lifestyle to reduce
our dependence on money. In January 2009 we stopped receiving
benefits and at Easter that year we stopped selling our produce and
since that time our activity is centred on taking a fuller and more
direct responsibility for our basic needs and those of the guests we
receive through the World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms
- WWOOEF. This means growing everything we need and
collecting water and firewood. All our surplus produce is simply
and freely distributed amongst friends and neighbours.”

{Friends who attended the AWPS 2008 Gathering in Bhopal will
remember meeting with Rajagopal, the inspirational leader of Ekta
Parishad}, Ed

Young & Adult Friends Service Opportunities: Katherine
Purnell from Australia Yearly Meeting draws our attention to a
website coordinated by the Earlham School of Religion. The
website lists volunteering opportunities for Friends overseas, or
just for browsing to realize the scope of Quaker outreach.
http://www.quakerinfo.org/service/friendsopportunities.html

End of era for Christchurch Meeting

The Christchurch MM Co clerks reported on the end of an era for
their Meeting in the Aotearoa New Zealand Clerks’ Letter for
August: ‘Christchurch Meeting House has been placed in the
residential red zone. We are still waiting for information from the
government as to what this will entail financially. ‘No information
has come out yet for houses, and none for churches, in which
category we come for some if not all our property. ‘We had a
threshing meeting to consider what the effect on the Meeting
might be.

During this, it became clear that unoccupied premises were not
safe from vandalism, and the Meeting House was more at risk, as
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we could not lock the building. So we have hired the use of a
storage facility and moved as much as we could into that.

The packing was a sad occasion and we need to find a way of
recognizing the end of an era. We are still all weary, tired, and
always on edge, waiting for the next aftershock. Memories are
affected and we apologise for mistakes made. We can meet at
Mary Potter for Meeting for Worship, arriving just after St Luke's
Anglican Parish finishes their service. ‘Where to next’??

This is a very big decision which will take sometime and more
information before we will see the way forward. ‘For now we
know that our time at Cresswell Avenue needs to be laid to rest.’
Note: All mail to Christchurch MM should be addressed

c/--Derek Carver, 90 Landsdowne Tce, Cashmere, Christchurch,
Aotearoa NZ.

FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION (QUAKERS)
WWW.quNo.org
If my parents go to prison, what
happens to me? Helen Kearney from
the Quaker UN Office reports on the
2011 Committee on the Rights of the
Child Day of General Discussion
(DGD) on children of incarcerated
parents.

Children whose parents are in prison came under the UN spotlight
for the first time ever this September. These children have
committed no crime but are deeply affected by their parents’
involvement in the criminal justice system. Almost uniquely, two
under-18s (Sian Knott and Raheel Hussain, both of whom have a
parent in prison) spoke at the main session of the Day of General
Discussion (DGD). With an estimated 200 participants, it was the
biggest to date.

“Children of prisoners are often referred to as the invisible victims
of the penal system”, said Oliver Robertson of the Quaker UN
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Office. “This event was an opportunity to bring them to centre
stage.”

Despite affecting millions of children worldwide — an estimated
2.8 million children a year in the USA alone — this is the first time
that this neglected issue has been discussed substantively
anywhere in the UN system. Alongside two prisoners’ children,
experts from Brazil, Pakistan and South Africa also presented their
work. Two specialist groups then discussed babies and children
living with or visiting a parent in prison and children ‘left outside’.

“This is an issue where no one country or region is a clear world
leader”, said Rachel Brett, Human Rights and Refugees
Representative at QUNO, “The DGD was therefore a unique
opportunity to share ideas with people from around the globe who
have worked with children of prisoners day in, day out.”

Asia and the West Pacific were ably represented, with participants
from India, Pakistan, China and Kyrgyzstan. The work of New
Zealand's charity Pillars was shown at the event. Abdullah Khoso,
a keynote speaker from children's NGO SPARC Pakistan, outlined
the conditions faced by children living with mothers in prison in
his country, including overcrowding, poor diet and the lack of a
natural environment and space to play. Pakistani law states that
children up to 6 years old may remain with their mothers in prison,
although there are reports of children aged 10 and over who
continue to be detained.

Overall, as the first international discussion on prisoners’ children,
participants found the DGD to be invaluable. QUNO have been
working on this issue since 2003 and drafted the proposal for the
DGD. The expert discussion was rich and informative, with many
opportunities to share good practice and learn from one another.
The two working groups reported back to the plenary with a set of
clear proposals and concrete recommendations. It was generally
agreed that non-custodial measures (pre-trial, under-trial and
sentences), such as parole, reporting, suspended sentences and
community service, should be used as an alternative to
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detention/prison when the offending parent is a primary carer.
Although some participants expressed the need for an international
standard on the age limit for infants or children living in prison the
conclusion was there needed to be a case-by-case decision, taking
into account each individual child, the situation of the parent (e.g.
whether they are the primary carer), the conditions of the prison in
which the parent is serving the sentence (e.g. whether child-
friendly or otherwise), and the alternatives for the child.

What next?

* PowerPoint presentations from keynote speakers and
written submissions from participants can be accessed at:
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion2011.h
tm

* The UN Committee for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child will be issuing its official report in January
(available on the OHCHR website, as above).

* Coverage of the day by the Child Rights Information
Network (CRIN) can be accessed at:
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?1d=26272,
including interviews with the child participants.

* QUNO is now working to substantially revise our Draft
Framework of Decision-Making on Children of (Alleged)
Offenders, drawing on the recommendations and
information shared at the Day. It will be circulated for
comment early 2012. We are also producing an analytical
paper drawing on the submissions, presentations and
discussion in and around the DGD, which will be available
in English by the end of the year.

QUNO Geneva Job Vacancy:

JOB TITLE: Programme Officer, Peace & Disarmament
LOCATION: Quaker United Nations Office, Geneva,
Switzerland

STARTING DATE: 15 January 2012 or as soon as possible
thereafter

This is a one-year mid-level/junior professional level
appointment.
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This is a major and exciting opportunity for a committed and
motivated person with excellent analytical, visioning and inter-
personal skills to contribute to shaping the work of a unique
organization. While there might be a possibility of further
employment after one year, this depends on QUNO’s future
commitments and not only on the successful performance of the
staff member.

We are seeking a person with experience and skills in
peacebuilding and/or disarmament, with a general knowledge of
international affairs and the United Nations system and practical
experience in developing countries. We seek a full-time person,
but will consider alternatives.

The person appointed will work with and under the supervision the
Director of QUNO in exploring and analysing the future directions
of QUNO Geneva’s work on Peace and Disarmament and in
maintaining the existing programme of work.

The work of QUNO arises out of a concern for the Quaker peace
testimony and for building the institutions of peace. The office in
Geneva, which is based at Quaker House, focuses on work at the
UN and other international institutions on issues related to human
rights and refugees, global economics, and disarmament and
peace. The office is run by a small team who share in the different
dimensions of the life of QUNO.

For further information, see the QUNO website (www.quno.org ).
Closing date for completed applications: 27 November 2011
Interviews: around approximately 18-20 December 2011

What is a Quaker Voice in the AWPS?

Quaker Voice provides an opportunity for Quakers and like-
minded authors around the world, some of whom may be in
locations of political or social unrest, to publish news and
commentary. Quaker Voice will be an on-line site providing
alternative views to the popular press and official statements with
opportunities for moderated online comment and discussion.
Working with The Australian Friend, with its own correspondents
and editors, Quaker Voice will provide international perspectives,
and timely publication at the web address, http://quakervoice.org.
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Quaker Voice seeks news and commentary from around the world,
including our neighbours in the Asia West Pacific region, our
friends in Alternatives to Violence Program International, Quakers
from Yearly Meetings around the globe, and others. It may be that
some contributors are not able to freely publish in their own
countries and Quaker Voice can provide an outlet for material
which reflects Quaker values and practice. Our hope is that
Quaker Voice will grow to become a worldwide community
sharing informed and thoughtful perspectives.

Quaker Voice is a volunteer activity. No-one, including writers,
editors and technical staff is paid. Our development and
management group plans to begin publishing at quakervoice.org
before the end of 2011. We can accept submissions for publication
now. An audio interview about Quaker Voice 1s at

http://soundcloud.com/quietamerican/online-australian-friend.

What is a Quaker Voice correspondent?

Quaker Voice hopes to build relationships with correspondents
who wish to share what’s happening in their corner of the world.
Some may wish to send regular items, others may write when
moved by current events.

Quaker Voice editors will work with authors concerning the
relevance, truth and integrity of contributions and edit them as
needed. When required, anonymity will be respected.

QuakerVoice.Org

Quaker Voice provides the opportunity for Quakers and like-
minded authors around the world — many of whom are located in
trouble spots to publish news and commentary. Our vision is to
provide an alternative to the tabloid press for in-depth news and
perspective. We will seek contributions and readers not only in
Australia but also on the world stage. To readers who enter via the
QuakerVoice.org, the focus will be an international one while
readers of the Australian Friend on-line, Quaker Voice will appear
as a section covering world news and commentary. Our hope is for
Quaker Voice to become a significant focus for concerns of peace
and justice with a global readership. The audio interview at
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http://soundcloud.com/quietamerican/online-australian-friend
gives more detail. Your participation:

We invite you to consider your role and involvement and ask that
those who are moved to go forward or have further questions,
email Wies wiesschuiringa@hotmail.com as soon as you are able.
World Conference of Friends April 2012- Study Material

The study materials for the World Conference are on the website:
www.saltandlight2012.org. We ask Friends everywhere to devote
some time to using this material in your meetings. These are some
places where this is being done:

7-8 January 2012 in Perth Western Australia as part of the
Summer School at Yearly Meeting, a “Being Salt and Light”
workshop will be conducted by Valerie Joy and Abel Siboniyo.

In Aotearoa NZ, a weekend will be run at the Whanganui
Settlement 24-26 February 2012. There is a possibility of 3
regional one day workshops in Auckland, lower North Island and
Dunedin later this year. These events are not just for those
attending the World Conference of Friends but for all of us to learn
more about the considerations under discussion at the Conference.

Silver Wattle Quaker Centre in Australia has realized the
importance of post-conference events and at the end of August
2012, a 3 day workshop will be conducted by Valerie Joy and Abel
Siboniyo on “Where is the Light Leading Friends”? Valerie and
Abel are happy to consult with Friends on how to format short,
medium and longer workshops in your Meetings or churches.
Please email Valerie on valerie@fwccawps.org

€£3 Help Support this Newsletter: You may wish to contribute
towards the cost of production. Annual cost is AUD 20.
Donations may also be made to our Travelling Fund,
Intervisitation Fund, Gatherings Fund, Essay or general
administration. Please send your donations to your Treasurer.
This office bearer can then make an annual remittance in SAUD
to AWPS Treasurer, Taisoo Kim Watson, 6 Eymard St,
Toowoomba QLD 4350 Australia. Your donation can be even
more useful by combining with other Friends to send a lump
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sum, so minimising bank charges. If you would like to use
internet transfers, please contact Taisoo Kim Watson on
tkw9@icr.com.au. Please also remember AWPS in your will—
Thanks

Some Friends who took part in the “Being Salt and Light” USA
Workshops Valerie Joy is top left and Abel Sibonio is 2" from
right on the front row. Many Friends formerly from Burundi who
had been with Abel Sibonio in the Tanzania Refugee Camps were
overjoyed to reconnect with their pastor during this visit.
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If undelivered please return to:
Ronald Titus
11/3 Minaxsi Apartment, B 105

Housing Board Colony, Kohefiza
Bhopal MP 462001
INDIA BOOK POST
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